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Leisure, Travel and 
Tourism Top CCEA 
GCSE Candidate 
Former pupil Morgan Forsythe attended the Celebrate with CCEA event on Tuesday 17th December 2019, at Titanic 
Belfast. Morgan achieved 1st place in Northern Ireland in her GCSE Leisure, Travel and Tourism qualification. 
Morgan excelled in her controlled assessment and scored full marks in both theory examinations. Morgan was 
joined at the event by her parents, cousin and former Leisure, Travel and Tourism teacher, Mrs Emerson. This is an 
outstanding achievement and is a result of two years hard work and continuous effort by Morgan. Morgan has now 
moved on to continue her studies in a college of further education and as a school we wish her every success in the 
future. Congratulations Morgan, a truly wonderful achievement!
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Year 8 Christmas Dinner
On Thursday 5th December 2019, our Year 8 Pupils enjoyed their Christmas dinner which was hosted in the 
Assembly Hall. Principals and school representatives from our local primary schools were also invited to attend. All 
pupils enjoyed the lunch and it was a great opportunity for their principals to see how well they have settled into life 
at Ballyclare Secondary School.
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Year 8 Induction Programme at Breckenhill Outdoor 
Activity Centre 2019 
This year, as part of the ‘Year 8 Induction Programme’ every pupil had the opportunity to visit the local outdoor 
activity centre at Breckenhill, near Tildarg, which is just outside Ballyclare.
 
This is the second year Breckenhill was used by our school for educational and team building purposes with all of 
our Year 8 classes. This programme has replaced the very successful and popular residential programme which 
took place at Woodhall Education Centre in Kilrea for over 25 years. It was pleasing to see that all the Year 8 class 
teachers accompanied their class which benefits both the teacher and pupils, as they get to know each other much 
better. The packed programme of activities included Earthball, junior paintball, obstacle courses, catapults, trikes, 
archery and raft building/sailing. On the second day of the programme the activities were manly focused around 
orienteering with some team building and water games as well.

Masterclass with Harry
Former Ballyclare Secondary School student Harry Barkley recently paid a visit to our Year 11 Food Preparation 
class. Harry is now achieving great success as a chef at the Brothers Restaurant in Ballyclare. 
On leaving school Harry attended The Belfast Met to complete a Level 2 Diploma course in Professional Cookery and 
he has also recently won the 2019 Professional Masterchef Competition hosted at the Balmoral Hotel Belfast.
Harry, with the support of students, produced fresh pasta and cooked a pasta carbonara for them to sample. This 
was a very informative afternoon and hopefully Harry’s success in the food industry will inspire others completing this 
course to consider this option in the future.
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Year 8 Fire Service Northern Ireland Visit
The Fire Service Northern Ireland in Ballyclare visited the year 8 pupils on 25th October 2019 to talk 
about general fire safety and fireworks. The talks were led by Fireman S. Todd. The visit also included a 
tour around the fire engine and a chance to test the water hoses were working. We now have a part time 
fireman on the school staff – Fireman I. Heaney who also helped with the visit. All pupils enjoyed the visit 
and gained very useful information about Fire Safety. Many thanks to the FSNI for giving their time to do 
this.

Year 8 First Day
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Celebrating Success at Presentation Evening 
On Thursday 24th October 2019 Ballyclare Secondary School held its annual awards evening for the Presentation of 
Certificates and Trophies. Mrs Bell welcomed parents, carers, staff, Governors, pupils and guests to the evening.
 
This year we welcomed former Senior Teacher for Careers Mrs Beattie as our special guest on the evening. Mrs 
Bell’s theme for the evening was “Building Success Stories” and celebrating the many achievements of the young 
people in all aspects of school life and to commend the endeavours of the staff. 

During her annual report, she outlined the excellent standards achieved by pupils at GCE A Level, AS Level, GCSE 
level and in Level 3 BTEC Courses pointing out how more pupils than ever before are staying on to sixth form to 
continue with their studies. Mrs Bell commented on the broad and varied curriculum offered to pupils and how this 
provided different pathways for pupils of all abilities to follow and to achieve their own personal levels of success 
and that all were worthy of celebration. She also highlighted the exam success of students who took courses run in 
collaboration with Ballyclare High School as part of the now well established Ballyclare Learning Community. 

Praising the pupils for their hard work and dedication in all aspects of school life the Principal reflected on the 
high-quality learning and teaching evident in all departments throughout the school, on charity work and the many 
sporting successes throughout the year. Mrs Bell also highlighted the many popular extracurricular activities which 
take place throughout the year. 

Mrs. Bell commended the teaching staff for their efforts over the past 12 months, and also paid tribute to the Board 
of Governors for their support and encouragement throughout the year. In closing her annual report, Mrs. Bell 
thanked the members of the Board of Governors for their dedication, faithful attendance at meetings and contribution 
to the school and stated that Ballyclare Secondary School had, once again, demonstrated that it is a very good 
school and she paid tribute to pupils and staff alike for their contribution in making it a year of outstanding success 
and progress.
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Action MS Sponsored Walk
On the 21st June 2019, Ballyclare Secondary pupils took part in a sponsored walk to raise money for the Northern 
Irish Charity, Action MS. Pupils from Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 took part and raised a magnificent total of £5,584.06!
Our walk coordinator, Miss Oliver, and six of the top fundraisers look forward to celebrating this success on the 15th 
of January at the annual charity luncheon.

Well done to all involved, especially those who have been awarded a silver certificate (raised between £50 and £99. 
These pupils include Ryan Lyness, Hollie Bell, Josh Moore, Cameron Allen, Zak Harper, Noah Patterson, Peter 
Knuist, Benjamin Ferguson, Rhianna Mawhinney Thompson and Katie Bamford. As well as those who have raised 
over £100; Emily Burke, Ewan McLean, Tazmin McConnell, Faith Black, Paul Nixon and Pearce Russell.

Think Pink for Breast Cancer Research: Cancer 
Focus
This year the PE Department held their annual ‘Pink’ week on Monday 14th to Friday 18th October. All girls were 
invited to dress in pink during their PE classes to raise awareness for the charity Cancer Focus. The total raised 
through this appeal was £464 Well done!
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Blysthwood Shoe Box Appeal
This year each form class in Ballyclare Secondary School was given the fantastic opportunity to take part in the 
Blysthwood Shoe Box Appeal.  Once again, our pupils showed outstanding generosity by donating over 90 shoe 
boxes. These shoeboxes will be sent to young children, teenagers and elderly less fortunate that ourselves including 
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine. 

Concern Worldwide
As part of our school’s contribution to charitable work and to encourage our pupils to do something for others, each 
Year 8 pupil was given the opportunity to take part in a sponsored “digital detox”, which is essentially a technology 
fast, for the charity Concern Worldwide, this year’s Year 8 charity. Pupils were given the opportunity to fast from 
either:
No use of a mobile phone;
No use of all social medias;
No use of a chosen social media platform;
No playing video games.

Each Year 8 pupil was offered this opportunity in an attempt to raise funds and help make sure others in some of the 
world’s poorest countries don’t go hungry. The fast took place on the Thursday 28th November and so far over 
£200 has been fundraised.  

This event was organised by the 6th form charity group who have trained as ambassadors for Concern Worldwide. 

World Mental Health Day 10th October 2019
At Ballyclare Secondary School the year 12 Pastoral Team and pupils have maintained a long-standing working 
relationship with the mental health charity, Aware. To mark World Mental Health Day, we wanted to encourage 
donation amongst our pupils to such a worthwhile charity that we utilise within school and will continue to support. 
Teachers were encouraged to wear yellow for the day (the mental health colour) whilst everyone was encouraged to 
be OTT; meaning it’s not over the top, it’s okay to talk. We also encouraged pupils upon making a donation to make 
time for tea, a treat (that were provided) and talk about how we are feeling. The atmosphere within school was one 
of positivity and encouragement, resulting in an amazing £345 being raised. Thank you to everyone for their help and 
support on such an important day.
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Visit an extraordinary careers and skills event
Titanic Exhibition Centre Belfast 21st November 2019
Year 11 pupils had the opportunity to visit this careers and skills event to help 
them make informed choices and find accurate and up-to-date information about 
careers, training, courses and qualifications. There were many exhibitors from 
various companies. They explained how they recruit staff and what they can offer. 
It was useful to meet employers, colleges, training providers and advisers who offer 
opportunities for young people deciding on their next step after GCSEs.

A very worthwhile trip with 98% recommending this trip to other pupils.

University Open days
Ulster University & Queens University Belfast 
(5th & 6th September 2019)
University Open Days are a great way to see what a university is really like. The wide 
range of courses and faculty criteria is outlined through talks, as well as by exhibitors. Students can chat to current 
students and staff about the available courses. 62% of our students felt that all information received was useful, to 
make choices for their future careers.   It is important to visit the campus and look at the facilities, to get a feel for 
what life could be like as a student at the University. 100% of our students would recommend these days to others.
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UVI Information Afternoon
On the 7th November 2019 an afternoon was held to provide valuable information for the UCAS process, procedures 
for Student Finance NI (SFNI) and alternatives to university study (www.ucas.com/alternatives-to-university).

The main aims of this afternoon are:
• To ensure pupils are aware of the different university and college options.
• To develop a structured approach to the decision-making process for the success of UCAS applications.
• Ensure pupils, parents/carers are made aware of the importance of researching the internet to get additional 

information, advice and guidance on Higher education/apprenticeships, training and employment provision.

Interview Skills 18th & 20th November 2019
All of Year 12 were involved in the Interview skills days for one day. They had preparation talks prior to the day, 
outlining what is involved in an interview situation. The careers team had a workshop in the morning and advisers 
arrived before lunch to meet their groups. The pupils were given their application forms prior to the interview as well 
as 8 Interviewing skills to remember:
• Be Prepared
• Be Positive about Self and Others. 
• Show You Care.
• Say What You CAN Do.  
• Match Your Strengths to the Job/Course. 
• Support Your Position with Facts. 
• Stress Personal Qualities (such as responsibility).
• Use Body Language Effectively.

The interviews were 1-1 with oral and written feedback being given after the interview. This was very popular with all 
the students.
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Revision Skills 25th October 2019
All of Year 12 had 2 periods to outline the importance of revision skills and learning styles. Strong study skills are 
essential to succeed in school and in life. It isn’t enough to just sit inside a classroom and hope to soak up the 
knowledge a teacher is presenting. You must put effort into learning, understanding, and applying the material.

Remember:
Try the Pomodoro Technique https://francescocirillo.com/pages/pomodoro-technique
Look at your KS4 Strategies for Exam Success Booklet

On-Line help:

     YouTube has lots of helpful video clips on how to answer certain questions.

  BBC Bitesize is interactive and colourful and the revision strands are short and snappy! 

  www.4schools.ie/contentpoker-study-system

  http://thesupergeneration.com/free-study-resources

Useful websites www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks4 (Revision materials for all subjects)
www.mymaths.co.uk (Revision of all topics in KS3/KS4 maths)
www.topmarks.co.uk (A directory of great learning materials for all subjects)
www.s-cool.co.uk

Work Experience 30th September – 4th October 
2019
Work Experience represents the opportunity for 
pupils to explore the World of Work, in Year 12 for 1 
week. 
Advantages of Work Experience for Pupils:
• improves pupil’s self- knowledge 
• increases pupil’s employability skills 
• increases pupil’s motivation to learn 
• gives relevance to the work pupils do in school 
• encourages pupils to consider the wide range of 

jobs available 
• gives pupils an insight into the workings of 

business and industry 
• highlights the skills, qualifications and 

experience needed by employers. 

Feedback from pupils:
Well done to all of our Year 12 pupils who received 
great feedback from our local employers. A big 
thank you to all of the companies, who always support our work experience programme!

Remember
Mock Exams Year 12, 13 & 14

20th - 28th January 2020!
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Forget Fossil MK2 Greenpower F24 Kit car 2019
It has been another very successful year for Ballyclare Secondary Schools, Formula 24 Kit Car team. The ten 
pupils;  Zara Jones, Abby Turbitt, Victoria Jebb, Reece Harvey, Andrew Turner, Kieren Ferguson, Andrew 
Keys, Mackenzie Williams, Jasmin Shields & Eva Campbell were selected for the team after presenting 
individual powerpoint presentations and engaging in a question/answer session on what they would do to 
improve the performance of the previous year’s car. This was the first year that the school would race two cars 
simultaneously, Forget Fossil MK1 (Unmodified) and Forget Fossil MK5 (Modified). The MK1 is the original 
Greenpower Kit Car used to get teams started in the competition and only allows limited opportunities to 
modify its body and chassis. The MK5 car is a totally self-built car. 

In order to compete the pupils had to design and manufacture an Electric Kit Car to go as far as possible in 
ninety minutes using only two 12v batteries. All teams use the same batteries and motor to ensure fairness. 
At the Kirkistown Regional Final on the 12th May Forget Fossil MK1 and MK4, finished 1st and 2nd in both 
races travelling a distance of 32.8miles. This qualified the team and both cars for the International Final at 
Rockingham race circuit. The team were All Ireland Champions for the Third year in succession.  

On Wednesday 17th October, the pupils competed in the Greenpower International Final at Silverstone Circuit 
in England. To raise money for the trip to England the pupils organised a Chinese Banquet at the Bambou in 
Templepatrick. Over one hundred and twenty people attended. After the meal the pupils had a large number of 
donated items to raffle, including ten more valuable items for auction.  A special mention must be given to the 
generosity of the Parents of the team, Mr J Harkness, Hagans Leisure, Dennison JCB, Charles Hurst Jaguar 
Land Rover, Galgorm Resort and Spa, Dougies Goodies, McConnell machinery and Staff for organising a range 
of items for the raffle. The event raised over £2750 which was outstanding and covered the total cost of their 
trip.

The next challenge for the team to overcome was how to get both themselves and the kit cars to England 
to compete at Silverstone. A team of staff undertook to transport the pupils, two Kit Cars, spare tyres, tools, 
batteries and what felt like the kitchen sink in a van and the school Minibus.  The van was very kindly donated 
by Charles Hurst Van Centre who have been a long serving supporter of the team. A huge thanks to Woodsides 
Haulage, who kindly sponsored both the minibus and Van onto the Liverpool / Belfast ferry. Without their help 
we could not manage this trip.

We had the privilege of visiting Racing Point F1 team HQ which is located very close to the Silverstone Circuit 
on the Wednesday morning prior to arriving at Silverstone to offload all of our equipment and get the cars 
scrutineered by the race officials the night before the race.  On Thursday morning we arrived at the track at 
7am ready for a long day of preparation, testing, strategising and ultimately racing with 130 other cars.  There 
was already a real buzz and atmosphere around the circuit. We immediately went to paddock 6B to offload the 
Kitcars. The team shared the paddock with The Arthur Terry School from Birmingham. The moment the team 
entered the paddock they realised this was a huge step up in standard from the regional final! The International 
Final truly was an International affair with schools from as far away as Singapore, Argentina and China. 

Singing for Health 
Age NI was delighted to welcome Health and Social Care students from Ballyclare Secondary school to their 
“Singing for Health” Taster sessions. The workshops ran in partnership with the Northern Health Trust, The Music 
Yard and Ballyclare Presbyterian Church and they gave students an insight into supporting older people with a range 
of health conditions, including dementia. It was a valuable experience for those hoping to pursue a future career in 
the caring profession. 
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Head Boy and Head Girl 2019-2020
Daniel Hamilton and Zara Davis have been appointed to the positions of Head Boy and Head Girl for 2019-20.  Read 
below their thoughts on their recent appointments and their plans for the incoming year.

Daniel Hamilton – Head Boy
What was the interview process like and how did you prepare? 
On the first week back to school I had the great pleasure and honour of being told I had been selected for interview 
for Head Boy of Ballyclare Secondary School along with three other boys from my year. On hearing the names of the 
other candidates, I realised that the competition would intense and the decision for the staff would not be easy. Each 
one of the other candidates had all achieved so much and were all worthy of the role of Head Boy. What delight it 
was to see three of my friends get chosen for this opportunity and we all congratulated each other. For the interview 
we were given the title “The Head Boy has a vital role to play in the life of the school”. I believe this statement to 
be both true and very important as the Head Boy has a vital role to play not only in the daily running of Ballyclare 
Secondary School but as a representative and ambassador at various events and special occasions. I made a short 
presentation to six members of the senior staff and Mrs Bell about my achievements both in school and externally. 
The experience was initially daunting but with the warm welcome and encouragement from staff I was able to 
discuss the role I would play if I was selected as Head Boy.

Why do you think that you were chosen? 
I believe I was selected due to the passion and love I have 
for this school and its pupils and how I conveyed this 
throughout the interview process. I highlighted how I have 
worked with many of our pupils through community work 
and have been involved in mentoring and helping younger 
pupils in school. I also have been involved in many of the 
extra-curricular activities offered in school and have fully 
participated in school life.

What are your roles and responsibilities? 
As Head Boy I have a range of duties and responsibilities 
from representing the school at the Remembrance Service 
at the Cenotaph, planning the annual school formal, 
welcoming parents and visitors to our Open Evening. I 
also will deliver a speech at the annual School Prize Night 
along with the Head Girl – now won’t that be fun!

What plans do you have for the incoming year? 
In this coming year I hope to focus on my A-Level exams 
which are in May/June to secure the grades required 
for my chosen courses at university in 2020. However, 
as Head Boy I am aware that I will have additional 
responsibilities mainly to support pupils and staff of 
Ballyclare Secondary School, my way of saying thank 
you for how much this school has supported me over the years. My hope this year is to support the young people in 
school and put the school ethos into practice that “Regardless of their intellectual and social background that they 
will receive a rewarding educational experience”. As Head Boy I want young people to see that they are valued and 
all play a role in this school but even more so that they all have the potential to ‘build their own success story’ at 
home, in school and in the community.

Final Thoughts 
Ballyclare Secondary School has made me realise that I can achieve my success story and that I can have positive 
contribution in school and the community. I hope that I can support the pupils of Ballyclare Secondary to reach out 
and find their potential.
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Zara Davis – Head Girl
What was the interview process like and how did you prepare?
After returning from the Summer holidays I received a letter informing me that I would have the opportunity to 
attend an interview for the position of head girl. The process of this interview included a presentation and filling 
out an application form. The invitation to the interview alone was such an honour and so I immediately began to 
plan a presentation that underlined the topic, “The Head Girl has a vital role to play within the life of the school.” In 
preparation for the interview I thought about the skills, qualities and experiences that I have that would benefit me 
in the role of Head Girl. On top of this I talked about my genuine love and appreciation that I have for the school 
and stressed what a vital impact it has made on my life, allowing me to become the hard working, determined and 
passionate person I am today. I prepared my presentation onto flash cards and practiced my delivery multiple times 
to myself and family members to ensure that my presentation would be smooth and below the 7-minute maximum 
time limit. The interview took place with Mrs Bell and several other panel members. I was made to feel very welcome 
and comfortable, allowing me to complete the interview in the best way I could.

Why do you think you were chosen?
I feel that I was awarded the role of Head Girl because of 
my contribution and commitment to the life of the school. 
During my time in Ballyclare Secondary School I have 
always strived to give my best and try every opportunity 
that comes my way. I also believe that because of my 
dedication, confidence and friendliness I was chosen as 
I would be an example for other members of the school 
to follow. On top of this my presentation went very well 
as I highlighted my involvement within the school as I 
have taken part in school musicals, scripture union, choir, 
orchestra and public speaking and debating competitions. 
Furthermore, my strong relationship with both the staff 
and pupils assisted me in acquiring the role of Head Girl. 
Lastly, I feel my true passion I have for the school made 
me a suitable candidate for Head Girl as I want the best 
for Ballyclare Secondary.

What are your roles and responsibilities?
One of my roles as Head Girl is to, set a high standard 
of uniform, work ethic and behaviour for other members 
of the school to look up to and help maintain those 
standards. On top of this, I need to be there for other 
members of the school by giving guidance, advice or 
support. Ballyclare Secondary school is like a family and I 
should reflect this. Furthermore, I will be a voice for fellow 
members of the school and help their opinions get heard. Another responsibility I have as Head Girl is to help my 
senior prefect team in planning the formal. I will also be expected to represent the school at formal events such as 
Remembrance Day and presentation evening and do so in a way that represents the school in a positive light.

What plans do you have for the incoming year?
This year I plan to stay determined, focused and work hard to achieve the best possible grades I can in my A2 
results. On top of this as Head Girl I plan on making a positive impact to Ballyclare Secondary School that will be 
remembered. Not only do I want to plan the best formal the school has ever had, I also plan on organizing various 
charity events to help bring the school together. I want to help the voices of the school get heard, allowing the school 
to become an even better place than it already is. My main goal as Head Girl is to encourage and motivate younger 
members of the school to endeavour to be the best version of themselves, they can be.

Final thoughts
It is both a privilege and an honour to have been awarded the role of Head Girl for this academic year. I really hope 
that I do the school proud and I cannot wait to see what exciting things the year ahead will bring!
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Year 12 GCSE Examination Results
Pupils achieve super results in 
GCSE and Level 2 Courses
Ballyclare Secondary School staff and pupils celebrated 
a very successful GCSE results day.

The Principal, Mrs Kathryn Bell and all the staff of 
Ballyclare Secondary School are absolutely delighted 
with the GCSE results obtained by Year 12 pupils. There 
have been many outstanding performances from our 
pupils. It is a delight to see so many pupils fulfil their 
potential in this way.

As a whole the year group have exceeded our 
expectations and the grades achieved in the majority 
of subjects have shown an improvement on last year. 
This is an incredible achievement which is the result 
of sheer hard work on the part of pupils and staff. It is 
very encouraging for staff to see clear evidence that our 
broad and balanced curriculum is accessible for pupils, 
our pupils feel supported and are achieving very good 
grades in all GCSE and BTEC Level 2 subjects. 

A number of pupils have achieved very high levels of 
success in our Occupational Studies Courses in Food 
Preparation, Horticulture, Business Services, Digital 
Technology and Carpentry and Joinery many of these 
results are at Distinction Level. It is important to us that 
we continue to develop our curriculum to find courses 
which best meet the needs and talents of our pupils and 
this is proving to be very successful.

As in previous years we acknowledge the support of 
parents and carers and the role they play in supporting 
their young people as they work towards examinations. 
Parents and carers play a significant part in the success 
of Ballyclare Secondary School. It was a pleasure to see 
the Assembly Hall filled with delighted parents. Any tears 
were tears of joy!

All year 12 pupils deserve these pleasing results and 
many are now anticipating their return to school to take 
on the challenge of further study. We anticipate that this 
year’s Sixth Form will once again be filled to capacity 
and there will be particular interest in the new GCE and 
Level 3 courses we are offering which include GCE 
Psychology, GCE Government and Politics, BTEC Level 
3 in Travel and Tourism (Double Award), BTEC Level 3 
Sport (Double Award) and BTEC Level 3 in Children’s 
Care, Learning and Development. 

Many others have successfully gained places in Northern 
Regional College, Belfast MET and other colleges of 
further education including Greenmount and Loughry 
Agricultural Colleges and we wish them all well. We also 
congratulate those pupils who have successfully gained 
apprenticeship places in local business.

It is always a pleasure to see pupils rewarded for 
their hard work and a delight to share in their many 
achievements. As a staff we wish them continuing 
success for the future and congratulate them all on a 
very successful year.
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Year 13 and 14 GCE Examination Results
On the morning of Thursday 15th August 2019 Ballyclare 
Secondary School staff and pupils were celebrating a very 
successful results day and we are delighted to report the 
fantastic results that our young people have achieved at GCE 
AS, A2 and equivalent Level 3 courses. There were many 
outstanding individual performances and it was a joy to see 
so many young people achieve such positive results and fulfil 
their potential. The School Assembly Hall was filled with happy 
young people and very delighted parents.

The outgoing Year 14 was a very dedicated and hardworking 
year group and this was clearly evident throughout their 7 
years in school. They deserve their high levels of attainment 
and as a staff we are absolutely delighted for them. This year 
we are delighted to report a 100% pass rate for all Year 14 
pupil who sat examinations at GCE A2 and BTEC Level 3 
this is a remarkable achievement and a tremendous success 
story for all! The results obtained at grades A* to C show an 
improvement on previous years. In addition to this a significant 
number of our pupils achieved at least one top grade and many 
of the year group have achieved all of their grades at Grade C 
and above.  Our achievements this year are on a par with many 
schools in the selective sector and clear evidence that with 
hard work and the support of dedicated teachers our young 
people can achieve at the very highest levels.

Our pupils have excelled in a wide range of courses including 
academic and vocational courses and we believe that providing 
a curriculum that is broad and varied ensures that pupils 
engage in courses they are actually interested in and this 
improves levels of attainment.  We are delighted to report that 
the following subjects all achieved a success rate of 100% 
A* to C grades. This is fantastic for the young people and the 
staff who deliver these courses, which included GCE Art and 
Design, GCE Media and Film Studies, BTEC Level 3 in Child 
Care, Learning and Development and BTEC Level 3 Travel 
and Tourism. Further to this it is worthy of note that all of the 
pupils who studied BTEC Level 3 in Child Care, Learning and 
Development all achieved the top grade of Distinction which 
is an outstanding achievement! GCE Health and Social Care 
continues to be a very successful course for our young people 

with 95% achieving A* to C grades and GCE Religious Studies 
with 93% A* to C grades.

As a school we value all of the grades achieved by all our 
pupils, whether that is an A* or an E grade, it is our ethos that 
all pupils should have a rewarding educational experience and 
we aim for “personal excellence” – this is something every 
pupil can achieve. All our young people have to work incredibly 
hard to achieve their grades, attaining 3 GCE A Levels is a 
tremendous achievement and we are delighted for all our year 
14 pupils.

Many pupils have already secured their places at university 
and further education colleges. Others have been successful in 
gaining higher-level apprenticeships and others have already 
entered their chosen area of employment. We wish them all 
continuing success as they continue on their education journey 
or take up their place in the world of work.

Year 13 pupils have achieved an impressive set of results in 
their GCE AS Courses. These results are very encouraging 
and build a solid platform for pupils to build on next year. It is 
always a pleasure to see pupils rewarded for their hard work. 
Many of our pupils achieved all 3 grades at Grade C and above 
a truly fantastic achievement. We introduced two new courses 
this year,  GCE Psychology and GCE Government and Politics 
are we are particularly pleased these courses have been very 
successful at AS Level and look forward to building on this next 
year.

As a school we aim to challenge and inspire all our pupils 
regardless of ability and it is very pleasing to note that our 
pupils have been able to achieve above and beyond their 
expectations in the wide range of courses available to them. 
This year’s results were excellent and very encouraging and 
represent further improvement on previous years.

Pupils and staff have all worked extremely hard and deserve 
the great results they have achieved. We also acknowledge the 
support of parents and the very important part they continue to 
play in the success of Ballyclare Secondary School.
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Christmas Concert
The Christmas Extravaganza was a wonderful evening full of music and drama. The first half of the evening was 
a selection of traditional Christmas songs and carols, which brought through the true meaning of Christmas, 
interspersed with bible readings.  The second half of the evening started with a bang as the Drama club performed 
‘Sparklejollytwinklejingley’ which brought laughter and entertainment to the audience.  This was followed by more 
modern Christmas songs including ‘Carol of the Bells’, ‘It’s the most wonderful time of the year’ and ‘Winter 
wonderland’. Other highlights from that evening were the joint Junior and Senior Choir singing ‘Somewhere in your 
silent’, John’s solo ‘Jazzy Jingle Bells’ and ‘Walking in the winter wonderland’.  It was a wonderful evening which 
showed the wide range of talent from all are musical pupils.
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Occupational studies Contemporary Cuisine 
students raise £515 for The Children’s Cancer Unit
During the summer term of Year 11 Occupational Studies pupils received two visits from Mr Alistair White from 
Westrock (Multi Packaging Solutions) and they creatively came up with ideas to sell cupcakes to raise funds for 
a chosen charity of their choice. Packaging was designed by pupils and produced by Multi Packaging Solutions 
for individual cupcakes and a multipack of three. The classes came up with slogans, a company name, and chose 
colours from the charity logo to add to the design. It was decided and voted upon that the charity The Children’s 
Cancer Unit was going to be supported. Posters were placed in the school information sheet to announce the two-
day sale. The two classes worked extremely hard to bake and decorate a huge 400 cupcakes for this sale!

The cupcake sale was held in June 2019 and by break time almost all of the buns were sold! An amazing £515 was 
raised on this occasion which is a fantastic achievement and something to be proud of. As a department we are 
indebted to Mr White for providing the wonderfully designed boxes for the cupcakes.

On Tuesday 24th October 2019 it was a great honour to welcome Jacqueline Wilkinson from the Children’s Cancer 
Unit Charity to our school assembly. Pupils learned how this charity started and now have an appreciation of the vital 
work that it does among very sick children.

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
On Friday 29th September a coffee morning was held for both pupils and staff to raise money for MacMillan Cancer 
Support.  The grand sum of £1018 was raised from a variety of activities.   As well as the money raised from the sale 
of buns a big thank you has to go to Mr Adams, who every year gives up his lunchtime to gently persuade the kids to 
part with their loose change, raising over £150. He also raised another £50 from his Year 13 who had their own mini 
coffee morning on the Wednesday. Thank you also to Miss Nevin, who had a little box of coins that she generously 
donated. It amounted to nearly £50. A big thank you also goes to a past pupil Sarah Kerr who supplied the table 
flowers this year. Well done everyone for such a wonderful response to such a worthwhile cause.
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European Day of Languages
On Thursday the 26th September the school had a number of events running to celebrate the European Day 
of Languages.  The events included crepes and brioche rolls on sale at break, quizzes and a special canteen 
menu.   At the initiative of the Council of Europe, the European Day of Languages (EDL) has been celebrated 
every year, on 26 September since 2001 – a call to encourage all European citizens to learn languages and to 
recognise and appreciate Europe’s cultural diversity.

This special day represents an occasion to celebrate the many languages spoken within our countries and 
across our communities, and to demonstrate that all voices in Europe are treated with equal respect. These 
are the values of the Council of Europe, the continent’s oldest intergovernmental organisation which this year 
celebrates its 70th anniversary.

Bryson House Christmas Hamper
Pupils from Year 8 to 13 took part in the annual Bryson House Hamper Appeal. Form classes brought in a mixture of 
basic and luxury food items to create a Christmas food hamper that would then be distributed to a family in need. As 
always pupils were extremely generous.
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Show Jumping
On Saturday 30th November our novice show jumping team consisting of Emma Bamford, Katie Bamford, 
Molly McCartney and Chloe Stewart completed the last of their league dates. I am delighted to say that 
across the entire league, this team came third! These marks are taken as the best 5 out of 6; require lots 
of early Saturday mornings and long days committing to their sport. However, most importantly, I cannot 
tell you how much this team has developed in confidence in the space of a year. We have gone from being 
slightly terrified of 85-90cm fences to figuring out how to do the best-timed turns in order to beat everyone 
else which is really the reason why they have done so well. The girls are very excited about their awards 
dinner that they will now be attending in January.

Yoga Club
By Elspeth Purdy 8T
Yoga club usually takes place on a Thursday after school in mobile 9.  Mrs Millar is the yoga teacher and our class 
lasts for one hour.  

At our yoga club we follow a routine set out by Mrs 
Millar. We use our listening skills to follow instructions 
without watching the teacher.  This makes us 
concentrate on our own bodies and to train ourselves to 
not compare ourselves to others.   It’s very relaxing and 
calming after a busy day in school. 

The stretches are good for developing strength and help 
us in PE.

I really enjoy yoga club – I’ve got to know pupils from 
other year groups and different teachers in the school. 
It’s lots of fun and I would encourage any new pupils to 
come along and give it a go, even if you’ve never tried it 
before.
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Football 2019

Year 8 
Our Year 8 Football Team has embraced secondary school football with their commitment to training and 
competitive fixtures since joining our school in September. After several weeks of training in September the squad 
took part in an 11 aside Blitz day at Greenisland Football Club with 5 other schools (Boys’ Model, Carrick Academy, 
Larne High, Carrick Grammar & Ulidia). This was a great afternoon of football with all schools getting their Year 
8 teams plenty of game time. Ballyclare defeated Ulidia & Model B with two draws against Carrick Grammar and 
Carrick Academy and one defeat against Model A. In the Northern Ireland Cup, the boys started their campaign 
with a home tie against Mercy College Belfast on the 14th October, an energetic performance resulted with three 
counter attacking goals from Ballyclare, two from Piers Turkington and one from Kyle Arthur ensuring a convincing 
3-0 win and progress into the second round. In the first round of the East Antrim Cup the boys recorded a 4-1 win 
against Carrick Academy with goals from Piers Turkington, Reece Duff, Kyle Arthur and Jake Forsythe. Another solid 
performance helped to ensure the confidence of our team was continuing to grow. Another East Antrim fixture let 
us welcome Glengormley High School to Ballyclare with a commanding 5-0 win and a superb hattrick from Jake 
Forsythe supported with goals from Reece Duff and Piers Turkington. This fixture will be repeated after Christmas 
when the boy’s face Glengormley in the semifinal of the East Antrim Cup. In the third round of the Northern Ireland 
Cup the boys were drawn against St Joseph’s College, Belfast. This performance was the most pleasing result to 
date, our boys played with discipline, structure and made the right decisions at the right time to ensure that they 
could overcome their opponents. A blistering first half meant that the boys were 3-0 up at HT and with two further 
goals added in the second half their progression into round 4 was ensured. Another fantastic hattrick from Jake 
Forsythe was supported with goals from Stephen Crooks and Piers Turkington. Defensively the composure from 
Nathan Akanji and Stephen Crooks complimented the counter attacking goals that were scored. Our final game 
before the Christmas break was an away game against the Boys’ Model A Team. After going one goal behind, Jake 
Forsythe netted an equalizer before the break, in the second half the model continued to press the Ballyclare defence 
and scored two goals in quick succession to win the game 3-1. In the new year the boys will continue their journey in 
both the Northern Ireland Schools’ Cup where they will face Lagan College and in the East Antrim Cup. 

Squad: Z Lannie, P Scott, S Crooks, N Akanji, B Moore, K Arthur, A Steele, N Campbell-Smith, R Duff, S Tessier, J 
Forsythe, P Turkington, R Morrison, A Weatherup, C Hill. 
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Year 9 & Year 10 
The Year 9 Team bowed out in the quarter final of the East Antrim Cup against Abbey Community College in the 
worst way possible, a penalty shoot-out. After coming back from one nil down to score in the last minute of normal 
time, we conceded straight from the restart and the game ended 2-2. After neither side were able to break the 
deadlock in extra time the tie was decided by spot kicks. A fantastic save by Tre Orr put Ballyclare in the driving seat 
in the shoot-out but we then failed to get two penalty’s on target and Abbey progressed to the next round. 

The Year 10 team began their Northern Ireland Cup campaign against St Kevin’s, Lisnaskea after receiving a bye in 
the first round of the competition. A convincing 5-0 win was secured with two goals from Rhys McGarry, one from 
Scott Thompson, one from Jack Thompson and an unfortunate own goal. In the third round the boys faced tougher 
opposition in St Mary’s Christian Brothers Grammar School, Belfast. Ballyclare were outclassed from the kickoff and 
could not deal with the precise passing and moving from the opposition team, three early goals were conceded, and 
St Mary’s won the game comfortably by eight goals to nil. The boys had an opportunity to bounce back from this 
defeat when they faced Parkhall in the quarterfinal of the East Antrim Cup. However, after being 2-1 up at half time 
the boys slumped to a 6-2 defeat and need to show more determination and resilience. 

Year 11 Football
The Year 11 Team faced the Boys’ Model B Team in the quarter final of the East Antrim Cup. Goals from Connor 
Allen, Dylan Lee and a hattrick from Luis Finlay ensured that it was an entertaining attacking display on show. 
However, three goals were also conceded and if the boys want to win the competition, tighter defensive displays will 
be needed. In the semi-final of the competition the boys will face our local rivals Ballyclare High School in the new 
year. 

U16 Football 
Our U16 season got underway with a Northern Ireland Cup 1st Round tie at home to Lagan College, Belfast. A solid 
performance all round with goals from Scott McAuley and a penalty from Jonny Yip ensured that Ballyclare were 
commanding the game before Lagan scored a rebound from a free kick to earn a late consolation goal. In the second 
round of the competition another home tie was secured against Dromore High School. Ballyclare showed their 
class easily defeating their opponents by five goals to nil. Two goals came from Corey Houston with support from 
Scott McAuley, Jack Montgomery and Jamie Stewart. Scott McAuley and Corey Houston worked well up front to 
press the ball and Scott was rewarded with a Man of the Match performance with three assists and a goal. In the 
East Antrim Cup, the boys faced a quarter final draw away to Glengormley High School. A lack luster performance 
from Ballyclare resulted in only a 2-goal lead at half time, a better second half performance ensured victory with 
another 4 goals added, completing the 6-0 win. However, it was a far from convincing performance with plenty of 
improvements to be made. In the third round of the Northern Ireland Cup the boys travelled to Omagh to play against 
Christian Brothers Grammar School. A much more mature performance resulted in a 5-1 win for Ballyclare with some 
great attacking football being played. Two goals from Jamie Murphy, one goal from Jack Montgomery, one for Corey 
Houston and one goal from Scott McAuley completed the scoring. Another away draw in the 4th round meant that we 
were on the road again, this time to Londonderry to face the dominating force in Northern Ireland Schools Football, 
St Columbs College. Ballyclare made a bright start, winning a penalty early in the first half with Jack Montgomery 
taking the sport kick and coolly placing the ball beyond the St Columbs keeper. St Columbs applied the pressure 
after the restart and eventually broke down the Ballyclare defence with an equalizer mid-way through the first half. 
The home side began to grow in confidence and their passing display started to stretch the Ballyclare formation. 
However, against the run of play Corey Houston scored what must be goal of the season with a superb individual 
strike from 25 yards out into the top corner. Ballyclare managed to get to half time in front leading 2-1. The second 
half brought more attacking football from St Columbs, Ballyclare conceded early in the second half and unfortunately 
after this point did not look like scoring again. St Columbs went on to win the game 3-2. Our Year 12 team will 
continue to compete in the East Antrim Cup with a semifinal tie against Abbey Community College to be played in 
the new year. 

Squad: L Finlay, G Crooks, M Greer, J Bell, B Sawyer, J Yip, J Montgomery, J Murphy, A Cope, J Stewart, S 
McAuley, C Houston, Z Simms, R Woolsey
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Rugby
Year 8
The photograph below is from a local game against 
Ballyclare High B and C teams which took place on 
Friday 6th December at Ballyclare High School.

The game was played in great spirit with the boys 
reuniting with their former primary school classmates.
The game was a draw with seven tries scored each. Our 
scorers being: Tom Brierley (2) and William Magill (2). 
Ben Hamilton, Bradley McCreight and Joshua Knocker 
scoring one try each.
The boys have been training regularly on Wednesdays 
with Matthew Coulter our local community coach from 
Ulster Rugby. Neil Alcorn has also been taking some 
sessions also from Ulster Rugby.
A Festival of Rugby also took place this term here at 
our school and included teams from Antrim Grammar, 
Parkhall, Larne High and St Benedicts.

Year 9 and 10
The Under 14 rugby side have played a number of 
fixtures this term in the group stages of the Under 14 
Ulster High School’s Shield.
The photograph below was taken before their final group 
game against Sperrin Integrated which resulted in a 34-
10 victory.

To date there has been victories against Larne High 40-0 
and Ballymoney High School 48-17. The only reversal 
coming against Cullybackey High School 38-7
The team will now progress to the premier competition 
achieving three out of four victories in the group stages.

Year 11 /12 Under 16 Rugby 
(Pollock Cup)
The Under 16 Rugby team started the season extremely 
well by winning all four of their group matches. They 
beat St. Columbanus, Bangor 46-5 with Ashley Doherty 
scoring a hat-trick and Samuel McLean scoring two tries. 
In their second game they defeated Breda Academy 
57-0 with Thomas Rea scoring a hat-trick of tries and 
Ashley Doherty scoring another brace. In their third 
group game Ballyclare produced a fantastic performance 
to beat Bangor Academy 53-0 with Tom Lindsay and 
Ashley Doherty both scoring two tries each. Ballyclare 
finished with a victory over Strangford College. 

Ballyclare won their group comprehensively and qualified 
for the quarter finals of the competition, were they were 
drawn against Lisnagarvey High School. The game was 
played in very difficult weather conditions on a heavy 
pitch, which saw Ballyclare start poorly and Lisnagarvey 
lead 10-0 at half-time. Ballyclare performed better in 
the second half and scored through Tom Lindsay and 
finished the game strongly searching for another try, 
however, could not score a second try and lost the 
game 10-5. This was a disappointing performance from 
a very talented team. After Christmas the Under 16 High 
Schools’ Trophy will start and the boys will be hoping to 
make amends for their quarter-final exit in the Pollock 
Cup. 

Year 13/14 (Under 18) Rugby
Ballyclare were drawn against Fivemiletown College in 
the Quarter Final of the Under 18 High Schools’ Cup. In 
a great game of rugby, Ballyclare won 31-7 with Adam 
Warren scoring 16 points with one try, a penalty and 
converting four tries. Patrick White, Tom Lindsay and 
Ashley Doherty were the other try scorers.
Ballyclare progressed to the semi-final to face St. 
Columba’s, Stranolar and produced a very clinical 
performance to win 54-0 with Tom Lindsay, Adam 
Warren, Patrick White all scoring two tries each. Adam 
Warren converted six tries and ended scoring 22 points.
 
Ballyclare progressed to face Carndonagh CS in the final 
which was played at Meadowbank Arena, Magherafelt. 
The was a great game of rugby played in a great spirit 
between two fantastic teams. Ballyclare led 22-12 at 
half time with Patrick White scoring twice and Adam 
Warren once. However, Carndonagh CS came back 
very strongly in the second half and ended up winning 
37-27. Adam Warren added the fourth try for Ballyclare. 
This was the first time that Ballyclare Secondary School 
had made it through to the U18 High Schools’ Cup final, 
it was a great occasion and credit to both teams for 
producing a great spectacle and advert for High Schools’ 
rugby.  
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NEBSSA Cross Country Championships 2019
On Wednesday 27th November our school hosted the NEBSSA Cross Country Championships in the Six Mile Park, 
Ballyclare. Seventeen schools took part in the competition with around 450 participants. This was the first year that 
our school has hosted the event and credit must be given to our PE department for the organization and planning of 
this event. Our own pupils enjoyed participating in the event and success was achieved across several year groups. 
Rhys Duff in 8T came second in the Year 8 boys’ race, Gracie Conway placed 4th in the Year 9 Girls race, whilst Ellen 
Montgomery placed 5th in the Year 10 Girls race and finally Jamie Murphy placed 4th in the Senior Boys race. The 
senior boys team comprising of Jamie Murphy, Max Greer, Luis Finlay and Jamie Bell placed 2nd in the Senior Boys 
Team event. 

Northern Ireland Schools’ Boys Futsal 2019
Ballyclare Secondary School had a Year 9 Boys Team, 
Year 9 Girls Team, Year 11 Boys Team and Year 11 Girls 
team competing in the Antrim heats of the Northern 
Ireland Futsal Championships on Thursday 17th October 
and Friday 18th October at the Antrim Forum. The Year 
11 Boys team defeated Abbey 3-0, Cullybackey High 
School 3-2, Larne High School 2-0 and Culybackey 
‘B’ 7-1 to win their qualifying tournament, successfully 
qualifying for the finals held again at Antrim Forum 
Leisure Centre on Friday 18th November 2019. 

In the Northern Ireland finals, the Year 11 team defeated 
Newry High School 7-2 and St Joseph’s College 4-1, 
they lost to St Columbs’ College 7-3 and got defeated 
2-1 by St Patrick’s Ballymena. Meaning that the boys 
had to beat the Boys’ Model to progress to the final of 
the competition. Unfortunately, the boys lost 1-0 and 
exited the competition. This is the second year in a row 
that the school has qualified for the national finals and 
we will look forward to developing futsal further in the upcoming years. 
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Fourteen girls from Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 
travelled to the Antrim Forum Leisure Centre 
to represent the school at the Antrim Heat of 
the IFA Schools Futsal Cup. Both the Year 
8/9 team and the Year 10/11 team played 
exceptionally well with both teams finishing 
the top of their group! Unfortunately, the Year 
8/9 team were narrowly defeated in the semi-
finals 2-1 in penalties. Despite the loss, the girls 
played fantastically throughout the day with 
notable performances from Daisy and Gracie 
Conway.

The Year 10/11 team continued to out-perform 
the other schools, beating Abbey College and 
Loreto in the semi-final and final respectively. 
Therefore, the girls won the Antrim heat and 
collected their first silverware of the year. There 
were excellent individual performances from all 
the girls, with Caitlin French coming out as top 
goal scorer.

As a result, the Year 10/11 team progressed 
to the Northern Ireland Schools’ Futsal Finals 
on Wednesday 20th November. The girls 
competed against six other teams during the 
group stages of the competition, winning all 
bar one game. This allowed the girls to earn a 
spot in the final, against the only team to have 
beaten them on the day, St Cecilia’s College. 
However, when the pressure of the final 
loomed, the girls stepped up and came out 
victorious with a 2-0 win with goals from Janey 
Clements and Caitlin French. The girls’ were 
crowned Year 10/11 Northern Ireland Schools’ 
Futsal Champions. All of the girls played 
exceptionally well and represented Ballyclare 
Secondary with great pride. The team included; 
Caitlin French (Captain), Ellen Montgomery 
(Vice-Captain), Megan Wallace, Janey 
Clements, Molly Reid, Charlotte Thompson and 
Katie Porter.

Year 11 Girls Win National 
Futsal Finals


